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both sides and the extra machining process
creates “blade” spokes with thin yet strong
cross-sections.

Mr Hameedi said the steering shaft was
also stiffened as part of the overall attempt to
make the GT500 more responsive, but easier
to drive.

“All our changes were about making the
car respond as fast and as predictable as
possible,” said Mr Hameedi.

“It conveys an athletic, confident feel. The
shifter, clutch pedal, brake-pedal efforts and
overall steering efforts are easier now. We
wanted to make sure we had a nice, crisp
short-throw shifter that was easy to go from
gear to gear.”

Although occupants in the new interior
are protected from “unwanted noise”
by improved NVH levels, the engineers
have worked to ensure a satisfactory aural
experience in the latest GT500.

SVT  chief  functional engineer
Kerry Baldori said: “You still hear the
supercharger but not so that it’s intrusive.
It’s the same with the exhaust. You want
people to know you’re driving something
special, but you don’t want an exhaust note

that overpowers the whole interior.

“We spent a lot of time getting the right
sound quality out of the exhaust so you get
that nice, crisp Shelby sound outside and a
pleasant sound inside the cabin. It’s a nice
balance; one isn’t overpowering the other.”

Aerodynamic  upgrades include a
redesigned front splitter, a lower-drag rear
spoiler and numerous detail refinements
around the front of the car and the engine bay
designed to reduce drag and seal components
like the radiator and intercooler.

“We worked hard to get as much
downforce with as little drag as possible,”
said Mr Baldori. “We worked to seal off
the air that comes in the front so it can’t go
underneath the car.

“The result of this evolution of
aerodynamics is we’ve increased downforce,
reduced drag and improved the overall
efficiency of the 2010 Shelby GT500.

“We chose a ‘flush’ hood where the fascia
defines the entire front of the vehicle. That’s
very hard to execute from an engineering
standpoint, but it really sets the Shelby
off as very, very different from the base
Mustang.” &=
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