A large, flip-out dash box, easy-to-read

S instruments, highly tactile controls and,

thanks to the hip-hugging fake-suede
sports seats in the RS we sampled, one
of the most ergonomic seating positions
we’ve encountered all add to the Octavia
RS experience.

On the solid cross-country global launch
drive through Hungary, the petrol RS was
as effortless to drive in peak-hour Budapest
traffic as it was at very high freeway speeds.

Powered by a turbocharged 147kW/
280Nm version of Volkswagen’s direct-
injection 2.0-litre four, the petrol RS sedan
is in effect a Golf GTI with a boot or the
Jetta GTI that VW never built, while the
petrol RS Combi adds another dimension
by throwing in the cargo space of a mid-
size wagon like the Mazda6, Subaru
Liberty or ... VW’s own Passat.

Mated to an ever-ready double-clutch
automated manual DSG transmission
controlled oh-so-conveniently by steering
wheel paddle shifters, both the petrol and
125kW/350Nm 2.0-litre turbo-diesel RS
are lusty performers with a satisfying level
of response and in-gear acceleration.

According to European test figures, the
TDI manual liftback returns as little as
150g/km and 5.7L/100km, while at the
other end of the range the TSI DGS wagon
produces 180g/km and 7.7L/100km.
Both engines meet stringent new Euro V
emissions standards.

However, given most of the 20kg of
weight savings are the result of replacing
the full-size spare wheel with a tyre repair
kit, which won’t be the case for Australian
models, it remains to be seen whether the
efficiency gains translate to Australia’s
test regime.

Ride quality on the cobblestones of
Buda’s old town was far from comfortable
and won’t find favour with those who
spend most of their time on Australian
B-roads, and a brief track session at
Hungary’s Euroring proved the front-drive
RS is a chronic understeerer on a racetrack,
despite its surprising lack of body roll.

With more street cred than ever,
though, the Octavia RS should continue
to offer more bang for your buck than
the Golf GTI in a package that has never
looked better. &%
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