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To be built at Rolls-Royce’s 
Goodwood plant, the new car will 
be powered by a “new-generation” 
V12 engine, no doubt sourced 
from BMW.

With styling that is almost racy 
compared with the Phantom, 
designers have set out to broaden 
the appeal of Rolls-Royce. 
However, it shares family design 
cues and signature features – such 
as the rear-hinged rear doors – with 
the bigger Roller.

The “coach” doors open through 
83 degrees, offering what Rolls-
Royce calls “the widest rear access 
in the car industry as well as 
providing the warmest of welcomes 
to those about to step inside”.

At the front, a pair of LED 
headlamps flank the latest evolution 
of the world’s most famous grille, 
which designer Ian Cameron 
described as “less reminiscent of 
the traditional ‘Parthenon’ style and 
more like a jet intake”.

“200EX is a touring saloon with 
more than a little panache and 

perhaps more bravado than one 
might have expected from 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars,” Mr 
Cameron said.

“What you see is a modern 
car that is immediately 
recognisable as a true Rolls-
Royce, even from angles 

that obscure the grille and 
Spirit of Ecstasy. 
“Design elements such as 

the elevated prow, long bonnet, 
short front overhang, sharply 
raked A-pillar and elegant tail give 

Half-Million Dollar Baby: Entry level takes 
on a whole new meaning with Rolls-Royce.
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luxury, at your fingertips....

We offer a FREE service displaying the most popular luxury makes & models  
through a select group of authorised prestige car dealers Australia wide.

Make an informed decision, with access to current pricing, optional extras, 
Government charges, technical specifications, detailed features, finance,  

insurance & industry leading editorials on a range of luxury cars.

experience a unique new car buying service

200EX an air of informal presence – powerful 
but unobtrusive.”

While the interior retains the leather-
and-wood drawing-room style of all Rolls-
Royces, the design team says the 200EX has 
been modernised for a new, contemporary 
ambience.

The 200EX name – which will not make it 
into production – echoes the nomenclature of 
experimental Rolls-Royce cars since the first 
(the 1EX, built in 1919) to the most recent (the 
101EX from 2006).

The show car, which is said to be near-
identical to the production model, is finished in 
Darkest Tungsten, with silver satin finishes on 
the bonnet and A-pillars.

Rolls-Royce CEO Tom Purves expects the 
new entry level Roller to expand the company’s 
market appeal.

“200EX is a modern execution of timeless 
Rolls-Royce elegance, breaking with some 
areas of tradition but retaining the core values 
that make our marque unique,” said Mr Purves.

“We expect the more informal, agile design 
to broaden the appeal of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars, attracting people who appreciate its 
fusion of refinement, new technology and 

contemporary style.”
Meanwhile, the flagship Phantom is also 

getting a boost, with a facelift that has just gone 
into production.

Rolls-Royce says its designers have 
harmonised the front of the car with that of 
the Phantom Drophead Coupe and Phantom 
Coupe, giving the sedan a new streamlined 
front bumper integrated with a shallower grille 
finished in stainless steel.

Bigger 21-inch alloy wheels are standard, 
and two other wheels designs in forged alloy 
are optional, in either painted or part-polished 
finishes.

Door handles get LED illumination, while 
rear-seat passengers will have a new auxiliary 
audio and visual connectivity to the 12-inch 
monitors mounted in the picnic tables that fold 
out of the front seatbacks.

New front and rear door cappings with 
integrated grab handles and new bi-directional 
double reading lights in the C-pillar provide 
additional illumination.

Controls for the rear air-conditioning, 
sound system and electric windows have been 
repositioned in the Phantom, in a wood veneer 
panel in the door.

Girth control: Designers in the UK ensured 
the baby Roller still has a strong presence.




