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a whole 216mm higher. While 
it doesn’t look significantly 
smaller than the Q7, it is in 
fact 457mm shorter, while 
being 202mm longer than the 
VW Tiguan.

True to form, the stylish 
Q5 looks as good inside as 
out, where Audi’s hallmark 
design and build quality is the 
overriding theme.

Of course, all the Q5s 
on hand were almost fully 
optioned, which took the 
base price of the entry-level 
2.0 TFSI we drove from 
$59,900 to a hefty $82,780, 
or almost as much as the most 
affordable Q7.

That meant we couldn’t 
sample items such as the base 
model’s standard ‘Leatherette’ 
seat trim, which would 
nevertheless have no bearing 
on the vault-like structural 
integrity of every model we 
drove, which gives the Q5 the 

same undeniably premium 
feel as its two chief rivals.

Ride quality was impressive, 
too, given the minimal level 
of bodyroll, no matter how 
hard we pushed on the twisty 
country NSW tarmac – and the 
Q5 also proved surprisingly 
compliant on the lumpy, bumpy 
off-road section that presented 
many unexpected hurdles but 
never fazed our Q5.

Just as the new A4’s 
revised chassis has improved 
its handling and steering 
prowess markedly over its 
predecessors, the Q5 offers 
a satisfying mix of crisp, 
responsive steering with 
enough feedback to make it 
feel decidedly un-SUV-like at 
the wheel.

As with the A4, there is still 
a level of steering rack rattle 
and even a touch of steering 
wheel kick at the limit of 
adhesion on rough surfaces 
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and the Q5 probably falls short of offering the 
same vice-free level of steering precision and 
response as BMW’s benchmark X3.

While the 3.0-litre V6 turbo-diesel’s 
considerable extra weight up front doesn’t allow 
it to change direction as effortlessly as the 2.0-litre 
turbo petrol model, all Q5s somehow feel a little 
heavier than their kerb weights suggest.

We would happily sacrifice the 

155kW/350Nm 2.0 TFSI’s better-pointing 
nature for the bullocking reserves of 
torque that are always on offer from the 
176kW/500Nm Q5 3.0 TDI.

That said, the turbo-petrol Q5 was much 
more spirited than we expected, as well as 
smoother and quieter than even the super-
refined 3.0 TDI. We suspect that has a lot 
to do with the rapid-fire new seven-speed 

dual-clutch auto, which is simply as good as 
anything similar from either Porsche (PDK) or 
BMW (M-DCT). 

We never sampled the 125kW/350Nm 2.0 
TDI or 199kW/330Nm 3.2 FSI (both on sale 
by May) and, while the latter is expected to 
comprise just five per cent of all Q5s sold, the 
much slower 2.0 TDI’s improved fuel economy 
is expected to attract just as many buyers as the 

identically priced 2.0 TFSI.
No full-size spare wheel/tyre is available for 

the Q5, which makes do with a space-saving 
temporary spare that’s restricted to 80km/h.

Overall, we think the stylish Q5 deserves to 
be as popular as BMW’s segment-leading X3, 
which maintains a narrow dynamic edge over 
the Audi but now falls short in the key areas of 
luggage space and interior design and quality.




