




















Youth gone mild: Kia's new Seoul-mate here
looks more David Jones than Stussy.

John Mellor's
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avant-garde, drawing on people-
mover and SUV tall-boy proportions
to good effect, though in the metal it
doesn’t really have the height of an
SUV at all.

Some of design elements, such as
the grille, seem contrived, having
been added by incoming design
chief Peter Schreyer when the Soul
was already well advanced. The
rounded rear hatch is not exactly a
masterstroke, either.

The interior is spacious and
well laid-out, with a neat dash
presentation. The controls are a good
size, clearly marked and well-placed
in the driver’s field of vision.

One feature sadly missing is cruise
control, which will appear as an
option from August production, but
only in diesel versions.

The glovebox and dash-top
compartments — even in entry-level
cars with plain, black interiors — are
both painted bright red, which looks
odd without the matching interior.

Ample cupholders and storage
trays complete the picture, and the
easy-to-operate iPod-compatible
audio is a nice touch.

The seats are on the soft side and not
the latest word in support, but not the
cause of any discomfort after a day’s
driving. The steering wheel provides
height but not reach adjustment, so
many people might not find the ideal
placement.

Legroom and headroom in
particular can only be described as
ample. It’s no LandCruiser, but Soul
would be one of the few small cars
that could comfortably carry four
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lanky adults over extended distances.

The rear seat is flat and quite softly
cushioned, with minimal centre floor
tunnel intrusion, and the boot has a
relatively high loading lip but, in
entry-level models, offers a deep well,
which is covered with a hinged false
floor in the two upper-spec models.

The seat fold-down arrangement
is not the latest word in interior
flexibility, though, with the seatback
folding in a 60-40 split but not sitting
quite flat on the base. While the false
cargo floor on Squared and Cubed
models gives an almost-flat load floor
with the seats down, the entry-level
Soul has a step of about 20cm from
cargo floor to folded seat.

And the space-saver spare is buried
under the floor, from where it is a
struggle to retrieve.

The new 91kW/156Nm Gamma
1.6-litre petrol engine was briefly
sampled in the base model manual
and, while not sluggish down low or
objectionable in top-end performance,
is by no means the smooth or quiet.

The manual shift quality is verging
on rubbery, too.

The 94kW/260Nm turbo-diesel
is the pick of the crop, with a flat
torque curve, flexibility and quiet
willingness.

First impressions of ride and
handling are good, with no wallowing
or crashing through bumps (even
with the low-profile 18-inch tyres)
and a reasonable amount of grip and
decisive turn-in at low speeds.

However, the steering weighting is
inconsistent, loading up just off-centre
and lacking feel, while the standard
tyres grip surprisingly well, but the
front end tends to push and you really
feel the tall body starting to lean.

The Soul is a good car, especially
as a diesel, but it didn’t show any
glimpse of exceptional ability. It
might be considered funky and
cool, but Australians appear to
be dispassionate about such cars
judging by the Volkswagen New
Beetle, Chrysler PT Cruiser and
Dodge Nitro. 65—
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